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DISCOVERY OF LITHIUM
DEPOSITS IN J&K TO CUT
DOWN IMPORT NEEDS

IN NEWS

The discovery of 5.9 Million Tonnes of Lithium deposits In
Jammu and Kashmir, a first for India, would reduce the need
for imports and improve employment |
opportunities. The find was a major boost
to the manufacture of rechargeable
batteries for smartphones,

laptops, and electric cars.
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The lithium-inferred resources have been established in the
Reasi district. “There was a presence of bauxite in composite
form and during its processing lithium was also discovered.

LITHIUM AND ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Lithium is a non-ferrous metal and is one of the key
components in batteries of electric vehicles (EVs).

The batteries made with lithium and ion have higher energy
densities than lead-acid batteries or nickel-metal hydride
batteries, so It is possible to make the battery size smaller than
others while retaining the same storage capacity.
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With the EV push from governments the world over, the
element has become very crucial in the manufacturing of these
vehicles.

WHY THE DISCOVERY IS A BIG DEAL FOR INDIA?

India has lately been looking to strengthen its supply of key
minerals, including lithium, that will be critical for furthering its
electric vehicle plans.

Earlier, the mines ministry had said that to strengthen the
critical mineral supply chain for emerging technologies, the
government Is taking several proactive measures to secure
minerals, including lithium, from Australia and Argentina.
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Currently, India is import-dependent for many minerals like
lithium, nickel, and cobalt. Fifty percent of the deposits are
concentrated in three South American countries - Argentina,
Bolivia, and Chile. Thus, these lithium reserves become a big
deal for India as it will help expand its penetration of EVs in the
coming years.
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